OUT   OF JOINT
slovak dispute. The French Government declared its unequivocal
determination to rally to the aid of Czechoslovakia against
aggression, and Mr. Chamberlain in the House of Commons
announced that full agreement to collaborate in all emergencies
existed between the French and British Governments.
What could Benesh think, as the head of the one small nation
in Europe which was prepared to impale itself to the last man on
German bayonets rather than yield its historic frontiers, if only its
sworn friends remained at its side? When Lord Runciman was
sent to Prague his mission, officially, was still to seek a solution of
the German-Czech dispute which would leave the integrity of those
frontiers and the independence of the nation within them
undiminished.
Yet the German Foreign Minister on August srst, a month
before the Munich meeting, was able to tell the British Ambassador
through his Secretary of State, that he was absolutely certain that
neither England nor France would raise a finger to succour
Czechoslovakia.
Herr von Ribbentrop was right. At that moment official British .
foreign policy, as expounded to the British masses, was quite
Siflferent. Even, well-informed men in the British diplomatic
service thought that Herr v<?n Ribbentrop was completely off the
rails, that he was a dangerous man who from misunderstanding of
British foreign policy and the British people was leading Europe
into war.
But he was triumphantly right. His advice to Herr Hitler was
the best that any Foreign Minister could have given. Being
'absolutely certain', he was able to prepare and execute a vigorous
and triumphant coup.
On September 7th, three weeks before Munich, The Times in a
leading article launched a proposal for the cession of the 'fringe
of alien populations' in Czechoslovakia to the Reich. More
cautious suggestions in the same direction, but without mention
of the actual word 'cession' or 'secession5, had been made on
August sgth and August 3ist.
British opinion, on September yth, was not ready for the deed
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